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Message Text 


PAGE 01 PANAMA 06129 132244Z 
67 

ACTION SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /031 W 

115571 

R 132136Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9055 

CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 6129 

EXDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PN PFOR 

SUBJ: CANAL TREATY NEGOTIATIONS: CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
SEC OF ARMY AND PRESIDENT LAKAS. 

REF: PANAMA'S 6083, 6112 AND 6128. 

SECRETARY OF ARMY MET WITH PRESIDENT LAKAS FOR THIRTY 
MINUTES ON NOVEMBER 13. CONVERSATION WAS VERY RELAXED 
AND FRIENDLY. SECRETARY MADE MAY OF POINTS HE HAD MADE 
TO OTHER GOP OFFICIALS. LAKAS PROMPTLY UNDERSTOOD 
POINTS AND SAID HIS TEXAS FRIENDS WOULD PROBABLY ASK 
WHY USG SHOULD DO ANYTHING IN VIEW OF ALL HELP USG 
PROVIDING PANAMA. BUT LAKAS STRESSED PANAMANIAN PRIDE 
AND NATIONAL DIGNITY AS HARD AS OTHER GOP OFFICIALS HAD 
DONE. HE ALSO MENTIONED PANAMA S NEED FOR INCREASED 
ECONOMIC BENEFITS FROM ZONE. HE MADE SPECIAL POINT OF 
EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR COOPERATION OF ZONE AGENCIES 
AND STRESSED AS OTHER GOP OFFICIALS HAD DONE IMPORTANCE 
AND URGENCY OF PROMPT AND POSITIVE ACTION ON 
NEGOTIATIONS. HE UNDERSTOOD OUR NEEDS ON OPERATION 
AND DEFENSE OF CANAL BUT THE USG HAD TO UNDERSTAND 
PANAMA'S REQUIREMENT FOR AN ARRANGEMENT WHICH 
RESPECTED ITS NATIONAL DIGNITY. 

SAYRE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Disposition History: n/a 
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Document Number: 1973PANAMA06129 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 
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Errors: n/a 

Film Number: P750020-2297 
From: PANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 
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